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2022/2023 Council Officers 

Grand Knight:  Tom Hogelin 

Chaplain:  Father Gerardo Garcia 

Financial Secretary:  Bill Swigert 

Deputy Grand Knight:  Trey Hamrick 

Chancellor:  Bill Jeffress 

Recorder:  Bob Bjerstedt 

Treasurer:  Brock Hays 

Advocate:  Brett Dovey 

Warden:  Dennis Diaz 

Inside Guard:  Joe Skelly 

Outside Guard:  Mike Whitt 

1st Year Trustee:  Fabian Salazar 

2nd Year Trustee:  Michael Bertaux 

3rd Year Trustee:  Greg Rios  

Round Table Coordinator:  Lauro Gomez 

2022/2023 Program Directors 

Program Director:  Bill Jeffress 

Faith Director:  Father Gerardo Garcia 

Family Director:  Brett Dovey 

Community Director:  Dan Niedbalski 

Life Director:  Dennis Diaz 

Membership Director:  Michael Bertaux 

Retention Chairman:  Trey Hamrick 

From the Desk of the Grand Knight 

Brother Knights – The month of March is upon us and this year, 

Lent is with us for the entire month and a Shakespeare play 

warns us of “the ides of March” but, March does have its bright 

side. It is the time of year when winter finally transitions into 

spring and best of all, St. Patrick’s Day! when everyone has a 

little bit of Irish in them.  A day to wear green and raise a toast 

to the Irish! According to Ancestory.com, I am mostly Irish and 

Scottish, so I get the best of both worlds even though I am 2% 

more Irish than Scotch.  The Irish can be a little bit mischievous 

– here are some Irish sayings that prove that: 

• I’m not yelling, I’m Irish. 

• Warning: May be prone to shenanigans, hooliganism, 

and malarkey. 

• You know you’re really Irish when you have absolutely 

no idea how to make a long story short. 

• Irish Marriage Blessing:  May the years be many 

without a fight.  Remember three simple words: 

“Sweetheart…You’re Right” 

• I am an Irish woman.  I was born with my heart on my 

sleeve, a fire in my soul, and a mouth I can’t control. 

• May those who love us, LOVE US, and those that don’t 

love us, may God TURN THEIR HEARTS: and if he 

doesn’t turn their hearts, may He turn their ankles so 

we will know them by their limp. 

• When God answers my prayers, sometimes He says yes 

and sometime He says no and sometimes He says 

“You’ve got to be kidding me”. 

And the Irish also have a deep faith and a serious side as 

illustrated with these sayings and blessings: 

• When someone you love becomes a memory, that 

memory becomes a treasure. 

• May good luck be with you wherever you go and your 

blessings outnumber the shamrocks. 

• May the hand of a friend always be near you. 

• He who loses money, loses much: He who loses a 

friend loses more; He who loses Faith, loses it All. 

• May your troubles be less and your blessings be more 

and nothing but happiness come through your door. 
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  Blessed Michael McGivney 

 

Blessed Michael McGivney 2nd Feast Day on August 

13th.   Prayer for the Canonization of Blessed Michael 

McGivney: 

    God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender 

of the widow and orphan, you called your priest, 

Blessed Michael McGivney to be an apostle of 

Christian family life and to lead the young to the 

generous service of their neighbor.  Through the 

example of his life and virtue may we follow your 

Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his 

commandment of charity and building up his Body 

which is the Church.  Let the inspiration of your 

servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love 

so that we may continue his work of caring for the 

needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you 

glorify Blessed Michael McGivney on earth 

according to the design of your holy will. Through 

his intercession, grant the favor I now present (here 

make your request), through Christ our Lord, Amen.  

 

Our Father      Hail Mary     Glory be to the Father  

 

• God must have loved the Irish; He sure made a lot of 

them! 

• May your home be filled with laughter.  May your 

pocket be filled with gold and may you have all the 

happiness your heart can hold. 

• May the road rise to meet you.  May the wind be 

always at your back.  May the sun shine warm upon 

your face. 

 

Our founder, Blessed Father Michael McGivney was Irish. 

 

ERIN GO BRACH!  

Ireland Forever! 

 
(Some of the above taken from Creative Irish Gifts Spring 2023 catalogue) 

 

Vivat Jesus, 

Tom Hogelin 

Grand Knight  

970.948.2785 

 

From the Newsletter Director 

 
My name is Trey Hamrick.  I live in Rifle with my family of 

four with a focus to promote our Council.  My contact 

information is: email – flyingright630@gmail.com or phone 

970-875-4216.  Pictures and event ideas are very important.  

Please forward them to me ASAP.  
 

Calendar of Council and Assembly Events: 
 

March 5 – Pancake Breakfast 

March 7 – Council Business Meeting 6:30pm 

March 9 – Round Table Meeting 7:30pm 

March 13 – Assembly Meeting 6:00pm Glenwood Springs 

March 15 – Social Meeting – 6:00 – Brew Zone 

March 17 – St. Patrick’s Day 

March 25 & 26 – Membership Drive 

March 26 – Sponsor Coffee Hour 

March 28 – 7:00 pm - Fraternal Benefits Presented by Cory 

Cummings  

March 29 - Founder’s Day 

March 31 – 2nd Fish Dinner 

April 1 – Rosary at PPH in Glenwood Springs 

April 4 – Council Business Meeting 6:30pm 

April 7 – Good Friday 

April 9 – Easter Sunday 

April 10 – Assembly Meeting 6:00pm Rifle 

April 13 – Round Table Meeting 7:30pm 

April 15 – US flag retirement ceremony 1:00pm St. Mary – 

Rifle 

April 30 – Pancake Breakfast 

mailto:flyingright630@gmail.com


 

 

A Prayer for our Priests  

     We thank you, God our Father, for those who 

have responded to your call to priestly ministry.  

Accept this prayer we offer on their behalf:  Fill them 

with the sure knowledge of your love.  Open their 

hearts to the power and consolation of the Holy 

Spirit. Lead them to greater union with your Son.  

Increase their faith in the Sacraments they celebrate 

as they nourish, strengthen and heal us.   

     Lord Jesus Christ, through the intercession of St. 

Jean Vianney, grant that your priests will be inspired 

to strive for holiness by the power of his example.  

As men of prayer, may they ponder your word, 

follow your will and faithfully lead the flocks you 

have entrusted to their care.  

     St. Jean Vianney, obtain for the Church an 

abundance of vocations to the holy priesthood.  

Through your intercession, may many faithful men 

hear Christ’s call, and respond with courage and 

generosity. 

     Mary our Mother, guard with your maternal care 

these chosen ones.  Intercede for our priests, so that 

by offering the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, they may 

be conformed more each day to the image of your 

Son, Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

St. Jean Vianney, patron of parish 

priests, pray for us.  

  
Knights of Columbus in Solidarity with our Priests 
 

Have you seen the series titled “The Chosen” 

by Dallas Jenkins on Prime Video or on 

Netflix? 

This is what Brianna Heldt says about it in the 

February issue if the Denver Catholic monthly 

publication (page 36): “It’s no coincidence that 

Dallas Jenkins’ The Chosen has been so successful 

among viewers.  Just after four episodes in, I’ve 

personally been most struck by how Christ is 

portrayed in his encounters with people.  Catholic 

actor Jonathan Roumie’s on-screen portrayal of Jesus 

manages to capture the person of Christ in a tender 

and connected way that few modern depictions have.  

Is there something we can take away, about ourselves 

and people in general, from the show’s immense 

popularity?  Perhaps, simply, that we are all 

desperately hungry for a relationship with Jesus.”   

Prayers For: 

•  Holy Father Pope Francis and 

Pope Benedict 

• Archbishop Samuel Aquila 

• Father Gerardo Garcia 

• Bishops, Priests, Religious 

Seminarians, deacons, religious 

•  The Sanctity of Life from Conception to Natural Death  

• The Sanctity of Traditional Marriage 

• Our country and government leaders 

• St. Mary and Sacred Heart parishioners, and those on the 

parish prayer list 

• Souls and families of our departed Brother Knights 

• Christians martyred around the world for their faith 

• Our service members defending our freedom. 

• First responders, police, and those caring for the elderly 

and disabled  

 

Birthdays 

March – Jeff Hoss 29th; William Garlitz 31st.  
 

Knight of the Month 

February – Carl Schmeckel 
 

Family of the Month  

February – Joe & Agnes Skelly 
 

      REFLECTION ON COMPASSION 

The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines 

compassion very simply: “sympathetic feeling”. 

However, I believe it is anything but simple.  In 

fact, I think it is one of the hardest things to 

master.  Do you have compassion for the people 

on the intersections asking for money with their 

hand written cardboard signs that say “God 

Bless”.  Of course, you do. But what do you do 

about it?  I usually drive by, not looking at them 

or maybe say something disgusting about them.  

Occasionally, I’ll throw some money at them if 

it’s convenient for me.  But, should we go out of 

our way to give them money and not think about 

what they are going to do with it – don’t we 

almost always think they are going to buy booze 

or drugs?  Once in confession, I had a 

conversation with the Priest on this very subject 



St. Mary Tri-Parish Council 11803 welcomes 

two new members – Israel Armendariz and 

Sergio Garcia who were exemplified with a CUF 

(Charity, Unity, Fraternity) Exemplification in 

Spanish on February 12, 2023.  Along with the 

two new members, 1st Degree Member, Mario 

Varela, was also exemplified in all three 

Degrees.  The Spanish Language Roundtable 

performed the Exemplification with members 

that have formed a Spanish Language 

Exemplification Team headed by Roundtable 

coordinator Lauro Gomez who was the Presiding 

Officer.  Presenting Readers were Octavio 

Castillo, Jaime Macias, and Hugo Ruiz. Other 

members of the Team were Fr. Gerardo Garcia, 

Chaplain; Elio Garcia-Guzman, Warden; Grand 

Knight Tom Hogelin was the Investing Officer, 

and Financial Secretary Bill Swigert was present 

to register the candidates and secure their 

signatures on the Constitutional Roll. 

 

and his advice to me was that it is the act of giving 

that is important. 

      This article is not about what you should or 

shouldn’t do about the strangers asking for money 

on the street corners.  That is a decision each of us 

to make.  But this is about compassion closer to us 

– compassion to our wives, children, and other 

family members, as well as, to others in our lives; 

fellow workers, friends, neighbors, parishioners, 

and our brother Knights. 

     The reading from February 2 in the Knights to 

Christ book really stirred my thoughts on 

compassion.  Here is some of that article: 

     “On the night of the senior prom he took his 

father’s car without permission.  In his rush to get 

away without deception, he left the driver’s door 

slightly open to check clearance as he backed out 

of the narrow garage.  It hit the garage, springing 

the hinges.  He laid awake most of the night 

worrying.  When he came downstairs about noon, 

his dad said, ‘I took the Chevy to the body shop.  

they’ll have it fixed by tomorrow’.  We can decide 

who’ll pay for it then.”  He paused and then said, 

“Did you have a good time at the prom?”  

     Wow! – I look back on some of the things that 

my son (and daughters) did growing up, and I 

wish I would have had more compassion toward 

them and acted like this father did rather than what 

I usually did – setting some kind of punishment 

like grounding them which probably didn’t result 

in any good because after all the act was done.  

Compassion would have made a better impression 

on them than discipline. 

     Also from that same February 2 reading: “How 

compassionate are you – as Jesus was to His 

people and as the father in the story above was to 

his son?” 

  

More pictures below.  

 



 

 
 

 

First Fish Dinner of Lent 2023 
 

The February 24th Fish Dinner was a tremendous success!  We fed around 175 people and the feedback about 

the food was nothing but positive. Pam and I thought the halibut was delicious (and we’re not real big into 

eating fish) as was the rest of the meal; baked potato, hush puppies, coleslaw, salad, dinner rolls, and Spanish 

rice.  There was also cheese pizza if you’re not into eating fish.  Our team of Brother Knights lead by Joe 

Skelly were fantastic!  The flow of the food to the steam table was timed just right, the food was hot, the 

choice of condiments was as good as you would find in some of the better restaurants.  Not to mention the 

desert table put on by the Youth Group – how did they learn to bake at such a young age!  A special thanks 

to the Burner family for supplying the halibut as they have done in years past and a special thanks to Brother 

Jerry Seifert for bringing the baked potatoes.  Most importantly, we give thanks to our Lord Jesus for 

blessing us to be so fortunate to live were we do and to have the support of the congregation and our Priest,  

Father Gerardo Garcia 

 

.   

 
More pictures below.  



 
  

 


